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Introduction

As you learned in previous lessons, Korean is the
official language of both North and South Korea. It's also
spoken widely in neighboring Yanbian, China. World-
wide, Korean is spoken by some 80 million people.
Korean has several dialects. Two are standard: Seoul,
spoken in South Korea, and Pyeongyang, spoken in North
Korea. In addition, there are seven regional dialects
which are mutually intelligible except for the dialect
spoken on Jeju Island. This course continues teaching the
Seoul dialect of South Korea.

The Reading Lessons

Korean 4 contains 30 reading lessons. In earlier
levels, you mastered the sounds of individual characters
and combinations. In Level 4, you'll continue to practice
reading for meaning, while expanding your vocabulary
and improving your pronunciation.

If it's been a while since you completed the earlier
levels of this course, you may want to refamiliarize
yourself with the appearance and sounds of Hangul by
repeating those earlier Reading Lessons. Translations are
provided, but you'll have the best results if you sound
out the Korean on your own before referring to the
translation.
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If you've completed the audio lessons, many of the
words will be familiar to you, and the delight you
experience as you sound them out will energize your
practice.

Don't be afraid to push yourself with your
pronunciation and accent. Remember, be dramatic and
have fun! The closer you can get to the native speakers'
pronunciation, the more authentic your experience will
be, and the more easily you'll remember what you've
learned.

You can do the Readings when it's most convenient
for you; either with the lessons, or entirely after
completing the main audio lessons.

Finally, please remember that unlike your daily
Pimsleur audio lessons, the Reading Lessons require you
to not only speak aloud, but also read, so don't attempt
to do them if you're walking or driving.

The Korean Alphabet

The Korean script, called Hangul, was invented in
1443 under the reign of King Sejong. Until then, Chinese
characters were used by the upper classes, and Idu
letters, a kind of Chinese-based Korean character system,
were used by the general populace. The alphabet system
created by King Sejong and his scholars is still in use
today.
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You'll remember that the Hangul alphabet is
phonetic. It consists of ten vowels, eleven vowel
combinations, fourteen consonants, and five double
consonants. As in English, letters each represent
individual sounds. Letters that have similar sounds also
have similar shapes, making them easier to learn.

Korean words consist of syllables written in square
blocks. Each syllable block contains two to four
characters. The blocks are usually read first from left to
right and then from top to bottom. Remember that two
vowels can't occur next to each other. Words generally
begin with a consonant sound, followed by alternating
vowels and consonants.

In these lessons, you'll continue to strengthen your
Korean reading skills, and we encourage you to repeat
each lesson as often as necessary in order to familiarize
yourself with the sounds and shapes of the syllable
blocks.

A chart of the alphabet follows, but it's included for
your information only — you won't need it to do the
Reading Lessons, as all the instruction is contained in the
audio.
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Korean Alphabet Chart

Vowels
Vowel Romanization Sound
F a a as in father
E ya ya as in yacht
% €o o asinsong
] yeo yo sound between
young and yawn
L o o as in home
aL yo yo as in yoke
T U v as in tune
T yu yu as in you
— eu v as in put
| i i as in ski
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Vowel Combinations

Vowel Romanization Sound

1 between the ain sat
ae and the e in set

H yae ye as in yeah
] e e asin set
ﬂ] ye ye as in yes
1} wa wa as in wander
JfH wae we as in wet
H oe wa as in wait
ﬂ weo wo as in wonder
uil we sounds like way
7 wi sounds like we

combination of oo in

4 Ui moon, but shorter,
followed by ee in

bee, but shorter
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Consonants
Consonant Romanization Sound

- c between a k and a
hard g

| n n

= t/ d between a t and a d

= r, | betweenanrandanl

= m m

H p, b between apandab
s; before an ee,

N s, sh sounds more like sh;
t at end of word
silent at beginning of

. syllable; at end of
@) silent, n .
I N9 syllable sounds like
the ng in sing
R, R ch,j between achandaj
= ch’ ch with extra air

= k' k with extra air
t with ir: ch

= ¢ Wi e.xtra air; ¢
before i

AVA p' p with extra air

e} h' h as in hat
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Double Consonants

Consonant Romanization Sound
T kk tensek /g
TC tt tenset/d
HH pp tensep /b
A ss sharp s
AR Ji tensej / ch
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Lesson One Translations

Preparing for the Trip

1. passport

2. cash

3. camera

4, selfie stick

5. swimsuit

6. flight ticket

7. sunglasses

8. toiletry

9. underwear and socks
10. comfortable clothes and shoes
11. cellphone charger
12. gifts for friends
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Lesson Two Translations

Tourist Attractions in Seoul

—_—
.

Myeongdong

Han River
Cheonggyecheon
Gyeongbokgung Palace
Deoksugung Palace
Insadong

Namsan Tower

Gwangjang Market

0 o N o 0 B DD

Gwanghwamun Square
10. Bukchon Hanok Village
11. National Museum of Korea

12. Seoul Museum of Art

1
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Lesson Three Translations

| Arrived in Korea

—_—
.

Today in Korea ...

2. | arrived.

3. | took a bus ...

4, from the Incheon airport ...
5. went to Seoul.

6. As for my hotel...

7. it's in Myeongdong.

8. By bus ...

9. it took an hour.

10. As for in Myeongdong ...
11. there are also many restaurants.
12. | ate bibimbap.

13
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Lesson Four Translations

The Han River

—_—
.

As for the Han River, it's in Korea ...

2. it's a large river.

3. Along the Han River ...

4, there are parks.

5. As for on the Han River ...

6. there are many bridges.

7. As for today ...

8. | went to Yanghwa Bridge.

9. The night view | saw from the bridge ...
10. it was really attractive.

11. Called "yanghwa daegyo" ...
12. there is also a Korean song.

15
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Lesson Five Translations

Historical Places in Seoul

As for in Seoul ...

there are many historical places.
There are so many palaces, but ...
as for me, Deoksugung was ...

my favorite.

The stone wall path next to Deoksugung ...

was beautiful.

In the drama "Goblin" ...
I've seen this path.

But if couples ...

walk this path together ...

I've heard they will break up soon.

17
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Lesson Six Translations

Traditional Culture in Insadong

Today, | went to Insadong.
As for in Insadong ...
Korean traditional culture ...

you can enjoy.

| went to a traditional tea house and ...

drank tea, and ...

ate patbingsu also.

It was a bit expensive, but ...
it was very delicious.

| also explored hanbok.

As for hanbok, it is Korean ...

traditional clothes.

19
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Lesson Seven
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Lesson Seven Translations

Invited to My Friend’s Home

As for yesterday, from my friend's family ...

| was invited.

Bought from America ...

wine and chocolate ...

| gave them as a gift.

Because they loved them ...

it was a relief.

My friend's parents ...

delicious food ...

they made me.

(Dishes that I) tried for the first time ...

there were many dishes.

21
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Lesson Eight Translations

A Day with a Friend

—_—
.

Tomorrow, with my friend ...

2. at the Han River Park ...

3. | decided to go on a picnic.
4, In Korea, on picnics ...

5. people eat gimbap often.
6. As for me, gimbap ...

7. is my favorite, but ...

8. | am not good at making it.
9. So, from my friend ...

10. how to make gimbap ...

11. I'll learn.

12. I'm so excited about it.

23
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Lesson Nine Translations

How to Make Gimbap

—_—
.

First, (add) salt to the rice ...

2. you have to add sesame oil.
3. The ingredients you like ...
4. you can add.

S. But green ...

6. orange and yellow ...

7. it looks pretty with many colors.
8. On the rice ...

9. put the ingredients, and ...
10. roll it carefully.

11. Too hard ...

12. don't press it!

25
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Lesson Ten Translations

Picnic at Han River Park

—_—
.

As for today, at Han River Park ...

2. | went on a picnic.

3. | learned from my friend and ...
4, made gimbap, and ...

5. it was very successful.

6. Everyone loved it.

7. In the park ...

8. there was a convenience store, so ...
9. we could buy snacks, too.

10. As for the convenience store ...
11. even a robot that made ramen ...
12. we could find.

27
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Lesson Eleven Translations

Gwangjang Market

Suzy, you want to try ...

is there any Korean food?

At Gwangjang Market ...

the street foods ...

| wanted to try eating!

| saw it on a blog, and ...

the price was cheap, and ...

the type of food ...

was really diverse.

Is it so? Then as for tomorrow ...
let's try to go to Gwangjang Market!

| wanted to go, too.

29
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Lesson Twelve
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Lesson Twelve Translations

| Try Bindaetteok

Would you like to order?
As for this place, what's the most ..
popular thing?

As for in our restaurant ...
bindaetteok is the best.

Is this bindaetteok?

Yes, would you like this?
It's 4,000 won each.

It's so cheap, isn't it?

Can | have makgeolli, too?
Sure. Just a moment.

Get me a few of them to go.

31
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Lesson Thirteen Translations

Bindaetteok and Makgeolli

At the market where | wanted to go ...

| ate bindaetteok, and ...
drank makgeolli.

As for makgeolli ...

it's a liquor made of rice.
The taste is a little sweet.
As for makgeolli, with Korean food ...
it's a drink that pairs well.
As for bindaetteok ...

it's made of mung beans.
Even though it was small ...

it was really filling.

33
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Lesson Fourteen Translations

| Walk on Namsan Mountain

1. After having dinner ...

2. we were really full.

3. So, (we decided) to go to Namsan Mountain
and ...

4. decided to take a walk.

5. As for Namsan, it is close to here.

6. (The tower) In Namsan Mountain ...

7. from N Seoul Tower ...

8. as for the night view ...

9. | heard it is very beautiful.

10. There is also a cable car, but ...

11. we decided to walk and ...

12. go to the top.

35
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Lesson Fifteen
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Lesson Fifteen Translations

At the Top of Namsan Mountain

As for us, to the top of Namsan Mountain ...

slowly ...

we walked up.

| came to Namsan for the first time, but ...
in Korean dramas ...

because | saw it several times ...

| felt familiar.

(The place) | saw in "Squid Game" ...

to see the place personally ...

it was amazing.

Because the night view was pretty ...

| took a lot of pictures.

37
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Lesson Sixteen
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Lesson Sixteen Translations

| Take Pictures at Namsan Mountain

Excuse me, a picture of us ...
can you take?

Sure! Should | take it here?
One, two, three!

It's done.

Thank you!

Are you traveling?

Where are you from?

My friend is Korean and ...
I'm American.

You speak Korean very well!

Ah, that's not true.

39
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Lesson Seventeen Translations

| Visit the Jjimjilbang (Spa)

—_—
.

For a few days ...

2. because | walked too much ...
3. my legs hurt.

4. To go to the jjimjilbang ...

5. my friend suggested.

6. In the drama...

7. to be able to go to the jjimjilbang | saw ...
8. | was so excited.

9. Going to the sauna ...

10. taking a nap, and ...

11. drinking sikhye, then ...

12. | think I'll be recovered.

41
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Lesson Eighteen Translations

The National Museum of Korea

| went to the National Museum of Korea.
Korea's old images and relics ...

it's a museum where you can see.
Admission was free.

The exhibition was interesting, but ...
the museum building was also ...

very cool.

Unlike the exhibit inside ...

it was a modern building.

And nearby ...

there was also the National Hangeul

Museum, so ...

we looked around together.

43
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Lesson Nineteen Translations

| Walk in Bukchon

(Bukchon) which | saw in Hong Sang-soo's

movie ...

| went to Bukchon.

As for in Bukchon...
there is Hanok Village.

As for Hanok, (it means) traditional house of
Korea ...

it means a house.

As for the street, it was cozy.
Here ...

(people) wearing hanbok ...

| saw a lot of foreigners.

(Shops) where you can rent hanbok and

wear it ...

| heard there are many shops!

45
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Lesson Twenty Translations

| Try Hanbok

My friend said that ...
if | wear hanbok ...

| can enter Gyeokbokgung Palace for

free, and ...

even at restaurants ...

| can get discounts!

So | went to the store, and ...

| also (picked) a red jeogori and ...
| picked a green skirt.

As for jeogori ...

it is the top of hanbok.

For four hours ...

it was 50,000 won.

47
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Lesson Twenty-One Translations

Gyeongbokgung Palace

Wearing the hanbok | rented ...
| went to Gyeongbokgung Palace.

As for the entrance to Gyeongbokgung
Palace ...

it is Gwanghwamun.

As for Gyeongbokgung Palace ...
than | thought ...

it was much bigger.

Beautiful architectures ...

were many, but ...

(which is) in the pond ...
Gyeonghoeru Pavilion ...

it was my favorite.

49
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Lesson Twenty-Two Translations

| Visit a Bookstore

After looking around Gyeongbokgung Palace ..
(which is) in Gwanghwamun ...

| went to a famous bookstore.
Called Kyobomoongo ...

it was a huge bookstore.

There were not only books but ...
they also sell stationery, and ...
there were cafés and restaurants.
As for me, here ...

(which I will) give to my friends ...
| bought presents and ...

| also bought Korean textbooks.
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| Travel to Jeju Island

For three days ...

| will travel to Jeju Island.

As for Jeju Island, it's in the south ...
compared to Seoul ...

it's warmer.

Since it's an island ...

the ocean is also great but ...
(which is) good for hiking ...

it is said that there are many mountains.
Instead of a hotel ...

at the guest house ...

I'm going to stay.
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Lesson Twenty-Four Translations

Tourist Attractions on Jeju Island

Hallasan National Park
Seongsan lichulbong Tuff Cone
Jungmun Beach
Yongnunioreum Volcanic Cone
Dongmun Traditional Market
Cheonjiyeon Falls

Manjang Cave

Bijarim Forest

Lee Jung-seop Museum of Art
Udo Island

Seopjikoji

Hallim Park
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Lesson Twenty-Five Translations

| Go to Hallasan Mountain

One thousand nine hundred forty-seven
meters above sea level, ...

as for Hallasan, in Korea ...

it is the highest mountain.

Also, as a World Heritage Site ...
it has been registered.

As a lot of people ...

come to the mountain ...

various courses ...

are available.

As for me, at Yongnuni Oreum ...
| decided to walk.

It takes four hours in total.
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Hallabong, the fruit of Jeju Island

As for Jeju Island ...

its weather is warm, so ...

the tangerine is really delicious.
(which is) called Hallabong ...
there is also fruit.

It's similar to a tangerine, but ...
it's bigger and ...

a little sweeter.

The bump ...

looks like a mountain, so ...
that's why the name "Halla" ...

was given.
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Lesson Twenty-Seven Translations

A Day at the Beach
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.

In the west of Jeju ...

2. At Gwakji Beach ...

3. | went surfing.

4, The waves are weak ...

5. (it was) good for beginners ...

6. it was the beach.

7. As for at the entrance to the beach ...
8. (where) the spring water is coming out ...
9. there was an open-air bath.

10. Near the beach ...

11. (there were) many cute cafés and ...
12. there are many restaurants.
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| Stay at a Guest House

Since traveling alone ...

a guest house ...

| booked.

Like Bukchon Hanok Village ...
in Jeju Island also ...

there were many hanok guest houses.
When it's dinner time ...

with other guests ...

we eat together.

With a friend | met here ...

as for tomorrow, hairtail fish ...

| will go eat!
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Jeju Island Dialect
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"Honjeo obseo!"

2. What did you say?

3. In Jeju dialect ...

4, it means "Welcome."

5. As for Jeju dialect ...

6. is it very different?

7. Yes, even for Korean people ...
8. if they don't know well ...

9. It's hard to understand.

10. How do you say, "thank you?"
11. It's "gomalb ssu ta."

12. That's similar!
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Lesson Thirty Translations

Buying Souvenirs

1. face mask

2. cushion foundation

3. cute stationaries

4, ramyeon

5. makgeolli

6. Korean tea

/. name stamps

8. quirky socks

9. spoon and chopsticks
10. sesame oil

11. a variety of almond snacks
12. Jeju tangerine chocolate
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